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When dogs and cats are hospitalized their welfare is usually reduced and for anxious/fearful animals, environmental enrichment may not be sufficient to
2,3
4
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overcome their distress . Psychogenic distress may delay the animals’ full recovery , besides being a source of distress to others . Psychoactive drugs
6
are important pharmacological tools that help veterinarians to solve animal behaviour problems, improving their welfare . Nevertheless, their use as a
therapeutic aid in stressed hospitalized animals is uncommon. The aim of this review is to systematize information regarding psychoac- tive drugs that
have the potential to be used in hospitalization to reduce dogs and cats short term distress. Recently, it was described the beneficial anxiolytic effect of
7
8,9
trazodone in hospitalized dogs and cats , a useful alternative to the use, for example, of acetylpromazine, that has sedative and analgesic properties but
2
little anxiolytic effect . According to the litera- ture, several other drugs like benzodiazepines, α2-agonists, 5-HT2A anta- gonists and gabapentin have
2,6,10,11
anxiolytic properties
in dogs and cats, but their use should also consider possible interactions with other drugs and the animal’s clinical condition pain must always be relieved as it is a fundamental source of distress. The psychoactive drugs bibliography is not consistent neither in dose nor in
administration frequency, and most of their use is off-label. Further studies are needed for veterinarians to be able to use the full range of these
therapeutic options so that their animal patients can be hospitalized in a stress-free environment.
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Psychoactive Drugs Learn with flashcards, games and more â€” for free.Â Psychoactive Drugs. act on the nervous system to alter
consciousness, modify perceptions, and change moods. tolerance. Continued use of psychoactive drugs leads to. tolerance. the need to
take increasing amounts of a drug to get the same effect. Psychoactive drugs belong to a broader category of psychoactive substances
that include also alcohol and nicotine. â€œPsychoactiveâ€ does not necessarily imply dependence-producing, and in common parlance,
the term is often left unstated, as in â€œdrug useâ€, â€œsubstance useâ€ or â€œsubstance abuseâ€. Production, distribution, sale or
non-medical use of many psychoactive drugs is either controlled or prohibited outside legally sanctioned channels by law. Psychoactive
drugs have different degrees of restriction of availability, depending on their risks to health and therapeutic usefulness, and classified
The psychoactive substances are elements that perform specific changes in brain function. The psychoactive character refers to
substance that, when ingested, performs some kind of effect on the central nervous system. Psychoactive substances can be of multiple
types and perform various functions at the brain level, such as inhibiting pain, modifying mood or altering perception.

