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1. Kinship. I. Title.

The Genius of Kinship brings the cumulative results of a century and a half of
kinship studies in anthropology into the focus of current debates on the origin
of modern humans in Africa and on an entangled bit of human evolutionary history commonly subsumed under the heading of the “peopling of the
Americas.” This erudite study is based on a database of some 2,500 kinship
vocabularies representing roughly 600 African languages, 140 Australian languages, 500 Austronesian languages, 200 Papuan languages, 350 languages of
Eurasia (excluding Indo-Europeans), 440 North and Middle American Indian
languages, and 200 South American languages.
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This valuable reference will take the reader to the dawn of kinship studies in the 19th century Western science in order to elicit the wider context of
anthropological interest in kinship systems and the interdisciplinary salience
of the phenomenon of kinship. The book also examines the founder of kinship
studies in anthropology, American lawyer and Iroquois ethnographer, Lewis
Henry Morgan, and the circumstances of his life that generated his interest in
human kinship.
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This far-reaching historical journey aims at formulating an idea of what human kinship might be all about, especially in the light of the widespread uncertainties about
this question caused by the constructivist turn in anthropology. Eventually our ideas regarding human origins, ancient population dispersals and the homeland of modern
humans are inextricably linked to our ideas about kinship.
As a book that brings together evolutionary and sociocultural anthropology, The Genius of Kinship will be a critical addition for all Anthropology collections.
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OUTSTANDING REVIEW!
“... a truly impressive document and is one that is likely to
provoke wide- ranging discussions on a number of topics. His erudition is truly remarkable, ranging as it does
from genetics, through linguistics, prehistory, kin classification, philosophy, and so on and on. It is also hugely
synthetic, full of big ideas, propositions, and ambitions.
Different parts of it will be of interest to some scholars
more than others, but it is a highly integrative work.”
- Harold Scheffler, Professor
of Anthropology, Yale University
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In anthropology, kinship is the web of social relationships that form an important part of the lives of all humans in all societies, although
its exact meanings even within this discipline are often debated. Anthropologist Robin Fox states that "the study of kinship is the study of
what man does with these basic facts of life â€“ mating, gestation, parenthood, socialization, siblingship etc." Human society is unique,
he argues, in that we are "working with the same raw material as exists in the animal The Genius of Kinship book. Read reviews from
worldâ€™s largest community for readers. This highly acclaimed book brings the cumulative results of a centur...Â This valuable
reference will take the reader to the dawn of kinship studies in the 19th century Western science in order to elicit the wider context of
anthropological interest in kinship systems and the interdisciplinary salience of the phenomenon of kinship. The book also examines the
founder of kinship studies in anthropology, American lawyer and Iroquois ethnographer, Lewis Henry Morgan, and the circumstances of
his life that generated his interest in human kinship.

