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André Bareau (19211993) was one of the foremost scholars of Buddhism of his generation.
Dissatisfied with piecemeal and contradictory information on early Buddhist schools, he set out to
construct a coherent and authoritative overview, which has remained the standard treatment in
the field since its appearance in 1955. This book offers a close description and analysis of Bareaus
findings on the history, geographical whereabouts, and doctrinal positions of early schools of
Buddhism. He systematically presents data from a diverse array of sources: texts in canonical
Buddhist languages (Pli, Sanskrit, Tibetan, and Chinese), inscriptions, and accounts of Chinese
pilgrims to India. The result is an encyclopedic resource on thirty-four schools of Indian Buddhism
and the approximately five hundred doctrinal theses by which they are differentiated. Bareaus
genius was to conceive a plan to draw on an exhaustive range of primary sources preserved in all
the major Buddhist languages and to conduct a comprehensive synthetic analysis, thus creating an
authoritative picture. He provides several appendices, including summary tables of all doctrinal
points discussed. Several additions have been made to this, the first English-language edition of
the work to increase...
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The best pdf i possibly go through. it was writtern quite properly and useful. Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely di icult to leave it before
concluding.
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The schools of Buddhism are the various institutional and doctrinal divisions of Buddhism that have existed from ancient times up to the
present. The classification and nature of various doctrinal, philosophical or cultural facets of the schools of Buddhism is vague and has
been interpreted in many different ways, often due to the sheer number (perhaps thousands) of different sects, subsects, movements,
etc. that have made up or currently make up the whole of Buddhist traditions.Â This "one vehicle" became a key aspect of the doctrines
and practices of Tiantai and Tendai Buddhist sects, which subsequently influenced ChÃ¡n and Zen doctrines and practices. In Japan,
the one-vehicle teaching of the Lotus Sutra also inspired the formation of the Nichiren sect. Buddhism (Pali/Sanskrit: à¤¬à¥Œà¤¦à¥à¤§
à¤§à¤°à¥à¤® Buddha Dharma) is an ancient ideological system that originated in Nepal, referred to variously throughout history by one
or more of a myriad of concepts â€“ including, but not limited to any of the following: a Dharmic religion, a philosophy or quasiphilosophical tradition, a spiritual schema, or a culturally dynamic psychological method of self-improvement.

