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[13] Wallace Rice. Suggestions submitted for the guidance and information
of contestants in the public competitive contest for a suitable design of
a municipal flag for the City of Chicago. In the Municipal Refererence
Collection, a xerographic copy of a typewritten manuscript, 1916.
Eight “suggestions” for the competition.
[14] Chicago (Ill.) City Council. Municipal flag, standard, etc.: Adoption of
designs. In Journal of the proceedings of the City Council of the City of
Chicago for the Council year 1917, pages 4150–4153. City of Chicago, 1917.
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The director of a North-side Boy’s club group contacted Wallace Rice and, with a delegation of boys, called upon “Chicago’s
masculine Betsy Ross”. A friend of the club then constructed a
flag upon Rice’s lines. A photo is included, credited to ’Brown
photo’, of a three-star, 30-degree star flag. This appears to be
the original of the Tribune’s stock Chicago Flag photo.
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December 22, 1939.
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Full text: Mayor Kennelly has started a one man crusade to
teach Chicagoans, first, what the flag of their city looks like, and
second, what it stands for. Visitors to his inner office nowadays
are greeted not only by his warm smile, but also by an outstretched hand bearing a colored postcard depicting the city’s
flag. The mayor keeps a large stock of them in his drawer.
“I didn’t know what the flag was until I was elected,” he said
yesterday, “and I didn’t learn what it meant until recently when
I presented one to the Art Institute. I think it’s a fine thing for
buildings to fly the city flag.”
The flag, incidentally, has a white background with two horizontal blue bars (representing the two branches of the river) and
between the bars four red six pointed stars (representing Fort
Dearborn, the 1871 fire, the Columbian exposition, and A Century of Progress expostion.
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November 26, 1956.
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October 7, 1957.
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August 12, 1958.
Full text: Lloyd Schumacher raised a Chicago flag outside his
hardware store at 3634 N. Central Av. a month ago and since
then has been busy answering questions.
Few people recognize the city’s flag, Schumacher said, and have
mistaken it for everything from the flag of Israel to that of one of
the Scandinavian countries. It’s gotten to the point, he said Monday, that he’s so busy answering questions there is little time left
to sell tenpenny nails or a brace of carpenter’s tools. Schumacher
said he is displaying the Chicago flag because he is a booster of
the city and doesn’t think the flag is seen often enough. He plans
to keep flying the flag.
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page 15, August 13, 1958.
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REFERENCES

8

Illustration shows stock Tribune four-star flag with stars near
mast. In contrast to 1939 appearance, ribbon and masthead have
been removed, leaving flag floating free. Additionally, flag has
been rotated from hanging-down position. Letter to editor proposes fifth star for “beginning of the atomic age”, in 1942
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July 6, 1961.
Daley describes the fifth star for “beginning of the atomic
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[48] Yes, Melissa, here’s city flag. Chicago Tribune, page 13, March 25, 1963.
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from Rice explains first 1st, 2nd star points. Refers to “memo
from reference librarian” explaining 3rd, 4th star points.
[49] Photographers get flag. Chicago Tribune, page 8, January 6, 1966.
Photo shows very large flag, with large pointy stars.
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1967.
Photo on second page shows flag with centered, but smallish,
possibly 60 degree stars.
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[52] Finds. Chicago Tribune, page B1, June 2, 1971.

[53] It’s a grand old flag, but it could be grander. Chicago Tribune, page G34,
August 15, 1976.
Heise argues against the current meanings of the four stars on
the flag, and proposes 10 new ideas for stars: first public school,
1835; opening of the Illinois and Michigan canal and the first
railroad, 1848; nomination of Lincoln, 1860; founding of Hull
House, 1899; reversal of Chicago river, 1900; imprisonment of
Capone; construction of O’Hare; first sustained nuclear reaction,
1942; reopening of Auditorium Theatre, 1969; European tour of
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 1971. Artwork consists of Tribune
stock 4-star flag illustration, with off-kilter fourth star.
[54] G. L. Dybwad and Joy V. Bliss. Chicago Day at the World’s Columbian
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a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/ or send a
letter to Creative Commons, 543 Howard Street, 5th Floor, San Francisco, California,
94105, USA.

Chicagoâ€™s municipal flag was officially adopted April 4, 1917. It was chosen after a competition by a special commission. The
designer is Wallace Rice.Â On the broad white middle bar are two six-pointed stars five-pointed stars in the language of flags standing
for sovereign states. That nearest the staff symbolizes the Chicago Fire of 1871, the other the Worldâ€™s Columbian Exposition of
1892-3â€”the two great formative events in local history. Each of the points of the stars also has its significance. Those in the fire star
stand for material ideals in which Chicago is either already preeminent or is seeking preeminence industry, transportation, finance,
commerce, populousness, and salubrity or healthfulness. The municipal flag of Chicago consists of two blue horizontal stripes on a field
of white, each stripe one-sixth the height of the full flag, and placed slightly less than one-sixth of the way from the top or bottom,
respectively. Between the two blue stripes are four red, six-pointed stars arranged in a horizontal row. The three white stripes of the flag
represent (from top to bottom) the North, West and South sides of the city; the top blue stripe represents Lake Michigan and the North
Branch of the

